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A perpetual center of Jain studies was established at Florida International University in April 2010. Since
then, many successful Jain studies programs have been accomplished under this endowed professorship.
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elegant ceremony.
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International Conference on
Acharya Tulsi and the
Making of Modern Jainism
To commemorate the birth centenary of Acharya Shri Tulsi, a
two-day international conference with the theme: “Acharya
Tulsi and the making of Modern Jainism” was held on Nov 1
and 2, 2014, at the Florida International University, USA. This
conference was organized by the Jain Studies program at the
Florida International University in collaboration with the Jain
Education and Research Foundation, Miami and Jain Vishva
Bharati University, Landnun. The conference was attended by
many leading Jain scholars from all over the world.

JERF News

1

J

A

EDITORS
Samani Unnata Pragya, Miami, FL
Geetika Lunawat, Miami, FL

I

N

E

D

U

C

Student’s

A

T

I

O

N

.

O

R

G

Poster

Exposition
Inauguration of Student’s

JERF LEADERSHIP
Spiritual Guidance
Samani Shukla Pragya
Samani Unnata Pragya
Board of Directors
Dr. Dipak Jain, Paris, France (Chair)
Ramesh Parmar, NJ (Secretary)
Dr. Neptune Srimal, FL
Prem Jain, CA
Dr. Nirmal Baid, CA
Dr. Kirti Jain, KY
Shashi Jain, FL
Sapan Bafna, FL
Bipin Shah, CA
Dr. Jainendra Navlakha, FL
Executive Committee
Dr. Neptune Srimal (President)
Bindesh Shah (Vice President)
Amit Lunavat (Secretary)
Gajendra Surana (Treasurer)
Jeevanprabha Mehta (Event Coordinator)
Lakhpat Jain (Media coordinator)
Arpit Mehta (Media coordinator)
Dr. Devendra Mehta (Research Coordinator)
EC Subcommittees
Finance:
Arpita Khajanchi
Events:
Harsha Shah, Kusum Jain, Pratik Shah,
Nupur Surana, Indu Jain, Pooja Bordia
Media:
Kirit Shah
Advisory Council
Naveen Jain
Rajiv Jain

JERF News

Poster Session
As part of the celebration, Samani Shukla
Pragya ji and Samani Unnata Pragya ji
organized a student’s poster exposition on Nov
1. This event was partially supported by a gift
from Sapan and Gitika Bafna. The local Jain
community organized a complementary Jain
vegetarian lunch. The guests. The student’s

•Komal Ashok Kumar - Ascetically artistic
and Aesthetically ascetic
•Patric Hand & Rachell Shuffler - Santhara:
The Peaceful Death
•Christen Chaconand Gabriele GocsoPerspectives on Suicide: Modern Suicide vs.
Peaceful Death
The occasion was made memorable by the
wide participation by the FIU’s student

poster session was held at the MARC building
on Nov 1. Altogether 45 students presented 31
posters on the theme of “Self Discipline a key to
life fulfilled”. The proceedings started with
the chanting of Namaskar Mantra by the
Samani Ji’s. This auspicious beginning was
followed by the formal inauguration of the
session by Prof John Stack, the director of FIU’s
School of International and Public Affairs
(SIPA). In his inaugural address Prof Stack
welcomed the FIU and non-FIU community.
Prof Erik Larson, Chairman, Dept of Religious
Studies and Prof Jainendra Navalakha, exDirector School of Computer Science also
graced the occasion and joined Prof. Stack in
judging the poster entries. Prof. Stack
congratulated the students on their creativity,
hard work and thoughtfulness and on the
impressive display of the posters. He remarked
on the huge impact the Samani Jis had on the
FIU academic community and creativity, hard
work and thoughtfulness and on the impressive
display and expressed his gratitude to JERF
and JAINA on behalf of FIU and SIPA. Three
awards were declared and the winners are:

community and the diversity and creativity
of thoughts exhibited by the breadth of
topics of student’s presentations. The event
generated great enthusiasm both among
the students and faculty and was a great
success. Prof. Chapple said, the research
was remarkable. The scholars, the Jain
community and the guests were all
impressed by the thoughtful and research
oriented presentations made by the
students.
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Self Discipline is a Key to Life Fulfilled
ID
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Topic of the presentation
Turning the Tides on Intolerance
Ferguson violence, social injustice, and mindfulness
Ethics in Technology
Genetic Testing: Discrimination Prevention or Destruction of Society
Truth Behind Addiction
Earthships: The Homes That Breathe
FIU’s Quest for Environmental Protection – A Practice in Nonviolence?
Meditation as a solution in reducing school violence
Ahiṃsã and Western Medicine
Political Leaders v. Human Unity-Peace
Behind Christmas
Women Inequality in the Workplace in America Today
Santhara: The Peaceful Death
Drunk Driving and Self Discipline
Jainism Health and Nutrition
Police Violence: What Do I Have To Do With It?
Yoga and Meditation: Biology Insights and Clinical Benefits
Technological Addictions
Nonviolent solutions for biofuels
Anuvrat Movement & Unitarian Universalist Principles: Bringing
Tolerance and Human Unity For Everyone
Ascetically Artistic and Aesthetically Ascetic
Nature's Cure for Cancer: Ayurveda
Cyberbullying: our youth's social evil
Perspectives on Suicide: Modern Suicide vs. Peaceful Death
Abstaining from Animal Products
Measuring the Suicidal Mind
A Quest for Empathy- The Stateless Women and Children of Baan
Unrak – Freedom from Violence and Oppression
Business Ethics in Jainism
GMO’s in the United States
Drugs and meditation
Entertainment Industry and Its Impact On Society

Student
Elise Ramos
Carla Rodriguez
Justin Blattner
Denise Conrado
Greta Latvyte
Nicole Quinones
Kevin Quinn
Fabiola Cordova
Bianka Gonzalez
Stephanie Tejara
Valentina Martinez
Jasmin Graham
Timothy Hand
Hanna Habib
Xavier Gotzelmann
Azalie Duque
Hana Aman
Jessica Butters
Danny Britt
Daniel Diaz
Komal Ashok Kumar
Parvin Uddin
Daysi Encarnacion
Christen Chacon
Jennifer Villatoro
Tia Tyndal
Grisel Oliva

Student
Johnatan Jhon
Lawrence Aguilera
Usa Grace

Deborah Alcoba
Raquel Sedano
Emily Herndon
Dante Baldassari
Rachell Shuffler
Hanna Habib
Derek Juarez
Samantha San Emeterio
Cody Mann

Ana Lemus
Gabriele Gucso

Fatima Hamouda
Chris Sullivan
Stephane Bruno
Danielle Fine

Turning the wheel of Dharma
The poster expo was followed by the afternoon session in which
the Samani Jis recalled various aspects of Acharya Tulsi’s life.
The session was titled “Turning the wheel of dharma”. In her
presentation Samani Parimal PragyaJi recalled how
the personality of Acharya Tulsi transcended the boundaries of
sect, caste creed. Although it was a time of sectarian strife,
Acharya Tulsi’s compassion towards fellow human beings made
him embrace followers of other sect and religions without any
hesitation. Samani Shukla Pragya Ji presented the struggle and
survival of Acharya Tulsi during the Agni Pariksha book.
Samani Vikas Pragya Ji presented the historical story behind the
song “Prabhu Parshva Dev Caranon Me” and then sang the
song which enthralled the audience.

JERF News
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Samani Unnata Pragya Ji presented a brief
summary of various events that were
organized during the whole year of
centennial celebration of Acharya Tulsi’s
Birth Centenary. Prof Neptune Srimal,
President, JERF, outlined how from a
simple beginning the Jain Studies at FIU
has grown to be vibrant program
encompassing a plethora of diverse and
successful academic activities. He said

that this would not have been possible
without the tireless efforts of Samani Jis
and the whole hearted support of FIU and
the Jain community. The session was
followed by a tea break during which an
animated movie on the life of Acharya
Tulsi was shown. The event was very well
attended and was a good start for the
main conference. Apart from the local
Miami community the event was also
attended by participants from Orlando,
Tampa,
New
Jersey,
California,
Indianapolis, Texas and India.

Inauguration of the
Conference
The main conference started with the
Namaskar Mahamantra by Samani jis
which was followed by welcoming
speeches by Kamlesh Shah on behalf of
JVBI, by Prem Jain on behalf of JAINA and
by Neptune Srimal of JERF and by Dr
Kirti Jain, Director, JERF. It was felt that
JERF News
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while Acharya Tulsi Conference is a
memorable event by itself, it should also
lay foundation for future growth. With such
an aim, the JERF Board of Directors
announced the Acharya
Tulsi
Award which will
recognize one of
best
recent
research
in
Jainism.
The

Madhumita
Parmar and Jigna
Shah
performed Bharatnatyam dance on songs
which were translated in English and set to
the tune of western music . Nupur Surana
presented
a contemporary dance on
Gurudev's Hindi songs. Students under the
guidance of Samani Shukla Pragyaji also
presented a small play on the theme of unity
in diversity. The play dramatized the thinking
of Acharya Tulsi, that humans fight among
themselves to create the same God different

keynote speaker of the inaugural session,
Prof. Dr Peter Flügel of the School of
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) spoke
on – “Acharya Tulsi's Middle Path: Jaina
Modernism Between Orthodoxy and
Reform”. Prof. Flügel's talk discussed the
historical timelines of the Jain Society and
the characteristics of modern Jainism as
contrasted with the traditional conservative
Jainism. He elaborated on Acharya Tulsi's
“middle path” and about reformative
initiatives and the struggles he had to face.
The program concluded with a cultural
evening comprising dance performance
choreographed
with different
songs

in form only. The play was highly appreciated
by the audience. The event came to a closing
by another scintillating dance performance of
Madhumita Parmar, who danced to the theme

of victory to mother ahimsa choreographed
with a song set in English.
The Sunday session started with Manju
Nahata's presentation on her art work. She
explained the symbolism used in the giant
scroll on the life of Acharya Tulsi
and concluded with a picture containing the
message of Acharya Tulsi:
“My eternal
autograph is live my message”. Prof. Chris
Chapple of Loyola Marymount University
4
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years to come.

shared his experience when a Jain sadhvi
had embraced “santhara” and the exposure
of death he received andthe how this
experience helped him deal with death more
profoundly. He was able to carry his
experience to his professional realm and was
able to assist others in dealing with the
death. Hampa Nagarajaiya presented
Acharya Tulsi's journey to south and his
charismatic identity. Hampa declared that if
Gurudev Tulsi would have been here he
would have said- let FIU be second Jain
Vishva Bharati.

In the second session of the day, Anne
Vallely elaborated the devotion in
Terapanth sangha towards the Guru. This
devotion here is devotion towards the
living which is different from Temple
devotion. Prof. Steven Vose, Bhagwan
Mahavira Assistant Professor and the
Director of Jain Studies at FIU made a
presentation on the friendship of Srimad
Rajchandra and Gandhi. Srimad is
considered as 25th Tirthankar by his
devotees and Gandhi is considered as an
incarnation of God. Shivani Bothra spoke
on the Anuvrat movement. Kamini Gogiri
of University of Mumbai discussed the life
history of Chandana Ji, who was the first
female Acharya among the Jains and was
also a human rights activist.In the last panel
of the day Prof. Whitney Bauman of FIU
presented Planetary Technology which was
an idea of how the natural resources give
innovative ideas for technology which also
JERF News

goes with eco-friendly nature. Prof Manual
Gomez of the FIU School of Law presented
his study of conflict resolution mechanisms
of Jain diamond merchants. Final
presentation
was
by
Samani
Unnata Pragyaji who presented the
Preksha meditation research undertaken at
FIU. The presentation explored the
philosophical background of mahaprana

dhvani and the methodology used in her
research. Prof. Ranu Jung of FIU presented
the EEG analysis of a subset of the group,
followed by this Dr. Dev Mehta presented
statistical
analysis
of
different
psychological and physiological tests.
Their
preliminary
findings
show
significant improvement in student
subjects
with
simple
meditation
techniques.

Complete Set of Jain
Agams published by
JVB is gifted to FIU
The JERF executive committee and Samani
ji’s, on behalf of JVB, made a gift of the
entire set of the Jain Agams to the FIU
library. Prof Vose commented that this gift
will immensely help the students and
scholars of Jain studies at FIU for many

USA

launch

Acharya

of
Tu l s i

Memorial Volumes

The concluding session of the conference was
held at the Jain Center of South Florida. All
the delegates were accorded a traditional Jain
welcome by the members of the Jain
community. Rupal Shah, President of the Jain
Center delegates. Nirmal Baid presented a
pictorial welcomed the journey through the
life of Acharya Tulsi with historical and rare
photographs. Prem Jain, President, JAINA
spoke about the world vision of Acharya Tulsi.
He said, “Acharya Tulsi choose to harmonize
with sects even when there were conflicts in
traditions. He also said, Acharya Tulsi had the
vision to bring revolutionary change by not
breaking the traditional ascetic practices. He
chose to create a new category of saman order
which all Jains should follow.”At the end of
the session, Acharya Tulsi Smriti Granth was
formally launched in USA in a simple
ceremony. Sashi Jain and Sapan Bafna
ceremoniously carried the two volumes in a
wooden casket and then Prem Jain, President,
JAINA and Prof Nathan Katz, the first
Bhagwan Mahavira Professor of FIU officially
launched the volumes. Ramesh Parmar,
"5
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Director and Secretary, JERF and Rupal Shah, President, Jain Center
of South Florida made a formal gift of the two volumes to FIU
library and Prof Whitney Bauman, Director, Center of Spirituality.
The blessings received by His Holiness Acharya Mahashraman Ji
that “Everything should go good" came true. The two day event was
a successful venture with the blessings of Gurudev and by the
dedicated team work of one and all. The audience, the scholars and
the community took home memories of
a memorable event. A book on
Acharya Tulsi, “Pioneer Saint of the
Age, Acharya Tulsi”, and the historical
coin of Acharya Tulsi Centennial
minted by Government of India was
gifted to all attendees. The event
concluded with Samaniji's spiritual
mangal path.

Manju Nahta’s Art Display
Manju Nahata brought her art display to
the conference, which had Quotes of
Acharya Tulsi in an Aesthetic way. She
donated her art work to JERF. JERF
appreciates
her
aesthetic
and
philanthropic contribution.
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Affairs at FIU, co-sponsored by Jain Education and Research
Foundation and the Jain Vishva Bharati Institute in Ladnun,
Rajasthan, which was established by the spiritual guidance of
JAINA and Jain Center of South Florida. Lunches and dinners were
organized by local Jain community, with the concluding dinner served
at the Jain Center of South Florida. The conference was attended by a
good number of locally based and international Jain scholars,
professors who work on the intersection of various Dharma traditions
or in more theoretical disciplines,
alongside students, and members from
the Jain community, near and far. First a
word about the core sponsor of the
conference: FIU's Jain Studies Program.
This Program is one of its kind in the
western hemisphere and arguably the
most extensive Jain studies programin
any tertiary institute in the United States. The Program studies the
impact of the major Jain concepts – namely, ahiṃsā (non-harm or non
injury), aparigraha (non-possessiveness), and anekantavāda (nonabsoluteness) in a range of fields such as Environmental Studies, Law,
Business, Economics and Development Studies, Theology and
Philosophy. There is a wide range of courses in undergraduate and
graduate studies across a number of disciplines that are offered at FIU,
with the inclusion of a robust study abroad program, lecture series
and symposia. The program also offers support for students' advance
studies and faculty research, exchange programs with Jain institutions
in India, as well as extracurricular activities such as Preksha
meditation, vegetarianism (veganism), and peace studies along with
other events offered in conjunction with the South Florida community.
And it maintains the Bhagwan Mahavir Professorship through a
partnership endowment between the Jain Education and Research
Foundation (JERF) and the State of Florida. The Program also
supports two Samanis from JVBU to teach courses that apply Jain
ethical principles to contemporary issues. Who better to host such a
landmark conference than the Jain Studies Program at FIU in close
symbiosis with JERF!

Prof. Report by Purushottam
Bilimoria
Report on the International Conference: Acharya
Tulsi and the Making of Modern Jainism Nov 1-2,
2014 Florida International University, Miami, FL
This splendid conference to honor the centenary of Acharya Tulsi’s
birth and discuss his life, work and legacy was organized by the
Jain Studies Program in the School of International and Public

JERF News

Before the formal part of the conference began, participants were
treated to an array of poster-exhibits that the students studying at
FIU from across various disciplines had prepared and mounted
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in the foyer. The spectacular 31 poster-series covered themes from
'Turning the Tides on Intolerance' – that underscored Acharya
Tulsi's Anuvrat Movement exemplifying principal Jain virtues that
promote equality and respect for all beings, respecting differences
and diversity among humans and the species-world – to 'A
Peaceful Death', discussing Jain practice of sallekhana,
complemented with another on 'Perspectives on Suicide: Modern
Suicide vs Peaceful Death', and yet another on Care for Animals
and Vegetarianism. The posters were also a tribute to the inspiring
teaching that Samani Shukla Pragya ji and Samani Unnata Pragya
have been imparting to the students at FIU.
Now to the conference proper.
Acharya Tulsi lived from Oct 1914 to June 1997, and served for
some 59 years in his capacity as the principal teacher of the Jain
Śvetāmbara Terapanti Order. He was cognizant of the challenges of
the modern world, of secularism, and the changing landscape of
India after two hundreds of British rule. The 2,000 or so years old
tradition needed, so Acharya Tulsi averred, to respond to the
challenges and thus modify its structures and practices to better
address the needs of the times, such as social upliftment,
meditation, conflict resolution, diet and dealing with increase in

stress from pressures of modern living, all of which could be
fruitfully benefit from Jain principles.Accordingly, he introduced
revolutionary practices and institutes into the otherwise
patriachicaly constrained conservatism of traditional Jainism. As
one of the poster rightly described it, the movement had to
be from ascetic aesthetics to aesthetic asceticism,with the emphasis
shifting from the 'austere ascetic' to the 'socially serving,
meditational, and aesthetic’.

JERF News
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The Samanis in the afternoon session
underscored the towering personality of
Acharya Tulsi even as he struggled to turn an
exclusivist sectarian attitude toward loosening
boundaries of sect, caste and creed. The
clarion call was that of the 'modern' not the
‘outworn-orthodox’.

Conference Key Note Speaker:
Professor Peter Flügel's keynote address, added further scholarly
and analytical refinements to the historical account. Prof Flügel hails
from the School of Oriental and African Studies in the University of
London. He presented the argument, that the Jina-dharma has for long
been noted for its world-renouncing, rigidly ascetic-yogic proclivity.
However, during the late 18th and much of 19th centuries the British
with other Europeans brought into India ideas of social and
theological reform (drawing on Christian-Protestant Reformation to
European Enlightenment ideals of an egalitarian social system).
Hence, in the aftermath of the impact of colonialism, Jainism began to
project itself in the wider community as a world-transforming
modern (even post-modern) religious movement. Jainism needed
project itself in the wider community as a world-transforming
modern (even post-modern) religious movement. Jainism needed to
keep in touch with the times when secularism, industrial capitalism,
science, education and technology were also changing the contours of

the Indian society. Acharya Tulsi became one of the leading architects
of this reformative movement and took bold steps towards
introducing innovative practices as well as adding institutes with a
broader outreach and function – such as educational institutions
meant for a wider cross-section of the community than just for
training of monks, and the ordination of samanas and samanis, and of
course the Anuvrat Movement. Acharya Tulsi did not jettison
orthodox practices or turn his back on them; rather he expanded these
to make them more inclusive and democratic, meaning, more widely
accessible within the limits of non-renunciant or lay and semi-ascetic
lifestyles. This was the 'middle-path' he treaded, and tolerantly dealt
with much opposition that he also faced from orthodox elements in
the sangha and other Jain sects. 'Modernism' might be an
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unfortunate descriptor as it has a particularly Western and secular
ring to it, while it would be more accurate to describe, especially in
the context of the acknowledged Jain diaspora, as the pro-active
integration of Jainism among the world's major religions –
somewhat akin to what Swami Vivekananda and Mahatma Gandhi
did for Hinduism (although Gandhi also incorporated and
popularized the Jain principal of ahiṃsā, as resistant non-violence.)
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believed to have reached through her ascetic practices. In discussion
some questions were raised about how this practice compares to
'mercy killing' or euthanasia in the secular context. It was explained
that Chapple and Prof Bilimoria have both written on the Jain practice
of sallekhana in the context of the wider bioethical debate with recent
advances in medical biotechnology in the West and also in India on
'death with dignity' which may involve on the part of the terminallyill or irrecoverably injured patient withdrawal from intake of food,
medicine, and life-support or breath-prolonging system (regardless of
the state of the brain or the condition of the heart). In the next paper,
Hampa Nagarajaiya, who is one of the few Jain delegates to have
come from southern India (Bengaluru in his case), regaled the
audience with a fine narrative filled with little anecdotes and asides
on the tour Acharya Tulsi had made of southern India, and how he
moved and touched so many people, on his pilgrimage on foot. It was
astounding to see the distance and far reaches of India Acharya-ji,
who Hampa dubbed 'an Unparalleled Spiritual Saint', had
covered.Panel II examined Jain Religious Movements, particularly in
the context of personal ethics for lay members, the context of social
justice, in alignment with Gandhian activism towards the same ends.
Shivani Bothra (who by the way happens to be the first student to
complete MA research thesis under the Jain Program at FIU),

Nov 1st Panel sessions: Dr. Natan Katz, the first Bhagawan Mahavir
Professor of Jain studies at FIU, welcomed all again.
The next day brought to the forum three significant and well-paced

Panels, namely, (I) The Life and Teachings of Acharya Tulsi; (II) Jain
Religious Movements; (III) Jainism and the Wider World. I will now
briefly describe the papers presented under each Panel.
In Panel I, Manju Nahata spoke first on the splendorous hues of
'Modern Jainism' under the guidance of Acharya Tulsi. Manju had
prepared a massive scroll depicting the life of Acharya Tulsi; using
visual imagery, she gave the audience a vignette into how the
Acharya's life progressedfrom a simple childhood to a world-class
reformist within the Jain civilizational framework. Prof. Chris
Chapple from Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles spoke
next on his one and only fortunate darśan of and meeting with
Acharya-ji, during a moment when an aging sadhvi sought
permission and blessings of Acharya-ji to undertake 'fast-todeath'(santhara or sallekhana). Chapple described in touching detail
the demeanor of Acharya-ji as he received the sadhvi and conferred
the final archana (blessings) for the symbolic yet imminent
separation of the jīva from the body. Apparently, Acharya-ji also
commented on the stage on the liberative ladder the sadhvi is
JERF News

explained the Anuvrat Movement, its origins in late 1940s, its growth
into an international movement that has begun to address 21st
century's concerns for social justice, economy and ecology too.
Anuvrat Movement was introduced by Acharya Tulsi as a semisecular and moral movement for fostering social responsibility of the
individual. Her paper provided analysis of the 11 vows formulated
by Tulsi-ji modeled on the traditional vows in Jainism. She asked
whether these vows are still relevant and effective in contemporary
Indian society, and whether Tulsi-ji's movement can cross the
geographical boundaries and become part of the larger global
initiative. She demonstrated how the answer to both these questions
is definitely in the positive. Next, Anne Valley, who runs an
expansive Jain studies program in Ottawa University in Canada,
spoke on the role of devotion (bhakti) among Terapanthi renunciants
towards the Gurus and Tirthankars. By and large, the argument
proffered was that the Jain form of bhakti is unlike devotion toward –
since it is often mixed in with worship of – deities and iconic forms or
8
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murtis in Hindu temples and shrines. In other words, the bhakti is
a mixed form of sacred veneration and secular reverence directed
mostly toward living or once living Gurus and Tirthankars.
Acharya Tulsi himself produced various hagiographies and
eulogies on the Tirthankars and by-gone Gurus, which help Jain
devotees to cultivate reverence towards them. hen followed a
presentation by Kamini Gogri from Bombay University in

Mumbai who outlined the life of Acharya Shri Chandana-ji and
the Veerayatan Movement she inspired. Chandana-ji was the first
female Acharya in the Jain community and also doubled as a
human rights activist, travelling the world with a sadhvi sangha to
spread the message of compassion and nonviolence. The
Veerayatan Movement she led is known for its dedicated nonprofit work towards promoting humanitarianism, value-based
education, and inner development. The movement has now
spread the world over.
The last presentation in this panel was by Steven Vose, the
Bhagwan Mahavira Assistant Professor and the new Director of
Jain Studies at FIU, on the intricate and powerful relationship that
transpired between Srimad Rajchandra-ji and a young Gujarati
lawyer fresh from his graduation in England by the name of
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi. In their meeting in Mumbai in
the early years of the 20th century which was organized by one Dr
Mehta, a Jain doctor and mutual friend, Rajchandra (or
Raichandra) inspired Gandhi to consider taking seriously the
virtues of satya (truth) and ahiṃsā, to practice the same in his
vocational life. Rajchandra was not a monk but a householder
running a jewelry business; however, he spent a great part of his
life devoted to writing and thinking about the importance of living
a virtuous life according to ancient wisdom traditions, notably Jain
(but also Hindu). Gandhi wrote later that if he had a Guru,
Rajchandra would be his only Guru for he learnt more from
Rajchandra than from any other single intellectual or religious
leader, or text for that matter– besides, perhaps The Bhagavad
Gītā.So Gandhi owes a great deal to the Jain dharma and through
the Jain connection it is that the Civil Rights Movement in America
and elsewhere came to embrace and adopt non-violence as the
rightful means of protesting and taking an active resistance stance
JERF News
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in the struggle for civil rights and social justice. This latter was
suggested by the Chair for the panel, Dr P Bilimoria, in his closing
remarks, based on his own archival material and teachings.
The final panel had an equally illustrious line-up of speakers, starting
with Whitney Bauman who argued for a radically different way of
utilizing natural and human resources so that the new technologies that
are developed to replace the excessively polluting and corroding extant
ones are also eco-friendly and by the same token less taxing on nature.
He spoke of urban economy where biodiversity, ecological linkages and
innovative productivity with a creative edge can solve a plethora of
environmental and anti-sustainable problems that plague planet earth;
hence he called for a Jainist foundational paradigm for planetary
science! Our next speaker, Manuel Gomez from the Law School at FIU,
shared with the conference his interest on the 'Jain way' that he went to

Gujarat to pursue, namely of consensus building and conflict resolution
strategies among Gujarati diamond merchants. It was quite an eyeopener to learn that the Jain merchants when they strike a problem in
their business, e.g. among their partners or with other diamond
(cutters) jewelers, they do not resort to adversarial or punitive
measures, much less take recourse to litigation action, but rather
resolve the breach committed over a contractual transaction by
isolating the individual (usually the debtor) responsible for the
misdemeanor (such as excessive outstanding debt), from all business
engagement until the debt is paid and remorseful lesson is learnt. This
was one example; other examples involved similar non-injurious
strategies where the dignity and humanity of the wrong-doer (wittingly
or unwittingly guilty of a certain lapse in prescribed behavior and
practice) are not compromised. The Jain community therefore was
never in need of a prison! The final presentation was a joint report by
Dr Ranu Jung and Samani Unnata Pragya on the results of a splendid
study on the effects of Preksha meditation. Two kinds of Preksha
meditational practice – mahaprāṇa sound and color mindfulness were
guided to college students. The findings were rather striking. EEG
analysis was used on a subset of the group, the statistical measures
from which were analyzed by Dr. Dev Mehta from tests utilizing
various psychological and physiological indices. The findings showed
"9
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Jain presence in accordance with the vision of Acharya Tulsi!

that the combined breathing-plus-color-focus meditational
techniques even when undertaken for a short period, palpably led
to significant improvement – in behavioral performance, as such,
impulsivity, commission of errors, digital and language recall,
pulmonaryfunction, and decrease in negativity. Further, more
controlled and isolated factorial research was called for in the area
to measure and assess the actual benefits in a long-term frame. The
conference ended with a visit to the Jain Center of South Florida,
which also houses the spectacular temple of the community. A
sumptuous dinner (vegetarian with vegan option) was served.
Afterwards, Nirmal Baid from the Jain Center of Northern
California, walked the congregation (since local community
members joined the conference participants) through a moving
pictorial narrative on the life of Acharya Tulsi. Nirmal has amassed
a remarkable collection of photo-prints and moving images of
Acharya Tulsi's life from his early days to the charismatic life he
lived as the head pontifical monk of the Terapanthi Order and the
Anuvrat Movement, in addition to the journeys he made on foot
across the country taking his reformative message, and dialogues
he engaged in with religious and political leaders (such as Prime
Minister Nehru, President Rajendra Singh, Rabindranath Tagore,
and eminent Buddhists).
Last but not least, Prem Jain, President of JAINA, in his valedictory
speech spoke on the vision Acharya Tulsi might be said to have
harbored for North America, which can be inferred from his direct
action in sending samanis to America to help teach and promote Jain
ideals, and his receptivity to visiting Jain delegates and pilgrims, as
well as students as part of the study abroad programs, from the
various Jain centers and teaching institutions across North America.
Prem Jain also encouraged Jain communities and centers scattered
across other parts of North America to take a leaf from Jain
Education and Research Foundation's noble and bold foray in
committing a major public university to partner on a thriving and
growing Program in Jain Studies, and to do everything in their
capacity to help sprout similar programs in other institutions – such
as UC Berkeley and Graduate Theological Union (who are willing
partners) in Northern California and Loyola Marymount University
in Southern California. The conference closed on such happy and
well-foreboding words which hold out much promise for a global
JERF News

Attractions of Jain Studies
Program
• Mahavir Jayanti Lecture
• Mahavir Nirvana Lecture
• Webinar series on Jain scriptures by
Jain Scholars
• Summer Study Abroad Scholarships
• Fellowship for Jain scholars
• Scholarship for Master Students in
Jain Studies
• International Conference
• Anthropological Research on Jain
Shravak of the Medieval period.
• Preksha Meditation Research
• Course offerings for graduate and
undergraduate in Jainism, Indian
Religions and Indic languages like
Sanskrit etc.
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A Dedicated Team of Volunteers

JERF Committee with the Conference Speakers

JERF News
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You are invited to be a part of these On-going Projects:
Contact	
  us:
Jain	
  Educa/on	
  and	
  Research	
  Founda/on
email:	
  jerfmiami@gmail.com	
  

Online webinar on Jain scriptures by Jain Scholars.
This program is launched to enrich the Jain textual studies and nurture
the studies of ancient language like Saṃskṛta, Prākṛta and Apabraṃśa
and other ancient Indic languages. This will promote, rejuvenate and
invigorate the dying tradition of reading and research on original
sources.

Preksha Meditation Research:
Impact of Preksha Meditation on pulmonary function and cognitive
skill is a research undertaken by Samaniji. The test to analyze the
impact include EEG and Epigenetic. More than 125 students have
meditated in this study for two months.

Scholarship for Masters Students in Jainism
The Rajiv and Latika Jain Graduate Fellowship provides tuition and
support at the Florida International University for students wishing
for a Master’s degree in Jain Studies. We look forward for more of
such philanthropist ventures.
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